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The Davidson County Sheriffôs Office (DCSO) began participation in the 

287(g) Delegation of Authority program April 16, 2007.  To date, over 5,300 

illegal aliens, who were first arrested for a crime, have been processed for 

removal from the United States.  As predicted, in Davidson County there has 

been a 31 percent decline in the percentage of foreign born arrestees and, 

even more importantly, a 46 percent decline in the percentage of illegal 

aliens committing crimes since inception of 287(g).   

 

Sheriff Daron Hall consistently looks for program improvements and 

recently wrote U.S. Department of Homeland Security Secretary Janet 

Napolitano requesting a review to assist in that effort.  Additionally, as part 

of that review, Sheriff Hall wants to highlight the merits of how the 287(g) 

program is administered locally.  He is continuing the pursuit of an 

immigration judge via Tennesseeôs Congressional Delegation. 

 

The following report documents processes and statistics over the past two 

and a half years of DCSOôs 287(g) pursuit and participation in the program 

since implementation.  
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What is the 287(g) Delegation of Authority Program? 
 

The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigration Responsibility Act of September 30, 

1996, amended the Immigration and Nationality Act by adding Section 287(g), a program 

that authorized the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to enter 

into a written Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with state and local law enforcement 

to authorize qualified personnel to perform certain acts of an immigration officer. 

 

The 287(g) initiative is designed to multiply the forces of U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) through enhanced cooperation and communication with state and 

local law enforcement.  Under the agreement, once approved, ICE provides training to 

deputies followed by authorization to identify, process, and when appropriate, detain 

criminal immigrants encountered in the booking process. 

 

Jail Model vs. Task Force Model 
 

There are two types of 287(g) enforcement models:  the jail model and task force model.  

The DCSO participates in the ñjailò model.  Only those individuals brought to jail by 

local arresting agencies are scrutinized under 287(g) authority.  The task force model 

involves initiating investigative work on the streets during traffic stops.  According to the 

Department of Homeland Securityôs website, since January 2006, the 287(g) program is 

credited with identifying more than 79,000 individuals, mostly in jails, who are suspected 

of being in the country illegally.  More than 950 officers have been trained and certified 

through the program under 67 active MOAôs.  For a complete listing of participating 

agencies, go to http://www.ice.gov/pi/news/factsheets/section287_g.htm. 

 

 

Why Nashville? 
 

The journey began during the summer of 2006 after a series of tragic events.  Six illegal 

immigrants were arrested and charged with homicide during a three-month period.  Not 

only were they illegal aliens, but many had been arrested previously for misdemeanor 

crimes.  Most notable:  Reyes Garcia. 

 

Over a five-year period, Garcia was booked into the 

Davidson county jail 12 times for, primarily, misdemeanor 

charges.  On June 8, 2006, he was arrested for Driving 

Under the Influence (DUI) and vehicular homicide.  He 

crashed his car into a Mt. Juliet, TN, couple and both were 

killed instantly.  In 2007, he pleaded guilty to vehicular 

homicide and, through an interpreter, blamed the criminal 

justice system for allowing him to get multiple DUIôs with 

few consequences, ñthey gave me like 45 days and didnôt 

really punish me and I just kept driving and driving,ò 

Garcia said.  He is eligible for parole in five and a half 

years.  Upon release, he will be deported. 

http://www.ice.gov/pi/news/factsheets/section287_g.htm

